
housing — is being used. This novel aspect of the present invention is particularly pointed out in 
each of the independent claims. See claim 1 ("wherein the LCD housing functions as a light pipe 
for conducting light from the light source to the LCD and protects the LCD"), claim 16 ("second 
means for housing the display panel, wherein the second means functions as a light pipe and 
conducts light between the first means for generating light and the display panel"), and claim 17 
("wherein the LCD housing functions as a light pipe for illuminating the LCD and protects the 
LCD"). Quite simply, neither Habing nor any other cited reference discloses that the LCD 
housing may function as a light pipe as disclosed and claimed. These independent claims and, a 
fortiori, claims dependent therefrom, are allowable over all cited references. 


Ill, Conclusion 

In view of the above amendments and preceding remarks, it is urged respectfully that the 
rejection of the claims be reconsidered and withdrawn, and that the claims be allowed. However, 
if the Examiner believes that any issues remain unresolved, he is invited to telephone the 
undersigned to expedite allowance. Upon receiving the Notice of Allowance, the applicant will 
submit formal drawings. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ Niall A. MacLeod, Esq. 
/ Registration No. 4 1 ,963 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Pillsbury Center South 
220 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
Telephone: (612) 343-2193 
Attorney for Applicant 
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